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What’s Up 
Planets – May 2017 (ephemeris for the 15th of the month) 

Planet Rises Culm Sets Mag Comments 

Mercury 04:42 11:22 18:03 0.8 
Mercury will not be well placed for viewing in the northern 
hemisphere this month 

Venus 03:52 10:08 16:25 -4.4 

Venus appears in our morning skies at the moment. It will rise 2 
hours before the sun this month. Venus reached its greatest 
illuminated extent in the morning sky on April 30 but this dazzling 
world will still be at or near its peak brilliance as the morning “star” 
in early May 

Mars 06:18 14:29 22:39 1.8 
With the  nights getting shorter and its increasing distance from 
Earth, Mars will be a challenging object this month and will then 
disappear from our skies until late September 

Jupiter 16:42 22:21 04:03 -2.2 
A month past opposition Jupiter is still the best of the planets for 
viewing this month. Blazing away from dusk through to the wee 
hours of the morning 

Saturn 23:12 03:15 07:13 1.1 

Saturn rises in the east about one hours before midnight in mid April 
and will be at its highest at around 3am however for northern 
hemisphere observers it does not get very far above the horizon this 
year 

Uranus 04:19 11:06 17:53 5.9 
Uranus passed behind the Sun at solar conjunction on the 14th April 
and is not viewable this month. 

Neptune 03:08 08:31 13:54 7.9 
Neptune passed behind the Sun at solar conjunction on the 2nd 
March and is not viewable this month. 



What’s Up 
Smaller Bodies 

Dwarf Planets 
Pluto mag 14.3 in Sagittarius 
 
Asteroids 
Vesta mag 8.1 in Cancer 
Hebe mag 9.5 in Serpens 
Hygiea mag 9.9 in Sagittarius 
 
Comets 
C/2015 V2 (Johnson) mag 6.8 in Bootes 
41P/Tuttle-Giacobini-Keresak mag 10.3 in Hercules  



What’s Up 
Conjunctions  

   

8th May 
 
Conjunction 
between the 
Moon and 
Jupiter 
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Conjunctions  

   

14th May 
 
Conjunction 
between the 
Moon and 
Saturn 
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Conjunctions  

   

20th May 
 
Conjunction 
between the 
Moon and 
Neptune 



What’s Up 
Conjunctions  

   

22nd May 
 
Conjunction 
between the 
Moon and 
Venus 



What’s Up 
Meteor Showers  

   

5-7th May 
 

Eta Aquarids Meteor 
Shower Peak 
 

ZHR 30-40 
 

Moon age 9-11 Days 
and will be up for 
most of the night so 
will interfere 
considerably with 
observations. 
 

Active from the 24th 
April – 20th the peak 
will fall between the 
5th – 7th May 



What’s Up 
Observing Evenings 

   

Next Scheduled Observing Evenings 
 
Fri 26th or Sat 27th May 
 
Weather Permitting  
 
At Albury 
 

Please join us if you can 
 



What’s Up 
Events – May 2017 

9th May – 4th June Visible ISS Passes 

6th May Eta-Aquarid meteor shower peak ZHR 40 

8th May Close approach of the Moon and Jupiter (1°59') 

10th May Full Moon 

14th May Close approach of the Moon and Saturn (3°13') 

19th May Moon at Last Quarter 

20th May Close approach of the Moon and Neptune (0°26') 

22nd May Approach of the Moon and Venus (2°15') 

25th May New Moon 

26th or 27th May GAS Members Observing Session 

1st June Moon at First Quarter 

1st June GAS Meeting 



What’s Up 
Suggested Objects 

   

NGC 4244 – The Silver Needle Galaxy 
Galaxy in Canes Venatici 
NGC 4244 is an edge on spiral Galaxy that gets it’s name 
from its appearance as a streak of light four times longer 
than it is wide. It appears as a thin ghostly streak that 
tapers to a point at both ends.  



What’s Up 
Suggested Objects 

   

NGC 4631 – The Whale Galaxy 

Galaxy in Canes Venatici 
An enormous spiral galaxy seen edge on and appearing 
slightly distorted into a wedge shape which has lead to 
its being given the names the Whale or Herring Galaxy. 
It’s companion dwarf galaxy NGC4627 lies close by. 
While you are in the area look for NGC4656 the Hockey 
Stick galaxy nearby. 
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What’s Up 
Suggested Objects 

   

NGC 6543 – The Cats Eye Nebula 
Planetary Nebula in Draco 
You will find NGC 6543 in the first loop of 
Draco’s sinewy pattern. This one needs high 
magnification due to its small size and plenty of 
aperture otherwise it will look like a rather fat 
star. Sadly even with a big amateur scope it 
doesn’t look like the Hubble photos! 



What’s Up 
Suggested Objects 

   

Alpha Herculis 

Double Star in Hercules 
A really lovely double star with an orange primary and a 
blue/green companion. Alpha Herculis is also called 
Rasalgethi. It is the bottommost bright star of Hercules, 
nearly touching the star pattern of Ophiuchus. The 
separation is fairly close at about 5”. 



What’s Up 
Suggested Objects 

   

40 & 41 Draconis 

Double Star in Draco 
A Binary star system formed of two creamy coloured 
stars located high in the northern regions of Draco.  It 
lies 170 Light years from us The pair shine at 
magnitudes 5.7 and 6.1 and there is an unrelated 8th 
mag star nearby. 



What’s Up 
Suggested Objects 

   

Messier 104 
The Sombrero Galaxy in Virgo  
An edge on Spiral galaxy with an unusually large 
central bulge and a massive dark dust lane that cuts 
across the nucleus and gives it the appearance of a 
Mexican hat. Visible in binoculars and small telescopes 
larger instruments will show the central bulge and the 
dust lane. 



What’s Up 
Suggested Objects 

   

Messier 5 
Globular Cluster in Serpens 
One of the best globular clusters in the northern 
skies M5 is nearly as impressive as M13. Bright 
enough to be seen with the naked eye on a dark 
night it will appear as a small fuzzy patch in good 
binoculars. Find it by tracking west from Alpha 
Serpentis 



What’s Up 
Suggested Objects 

   

NGC 6210 
Planetary Nebula in Hercules 
NGC 6210 has a very high surface brightness, 
making it a good target for small scopes and high 
magnification. In telescopes less than 8 inches 
NGC 6210 appears as a small, round, blue-green 
disk.  Larger instruments and/or a UHC or OIII 
filter may reveal a faint outer shell 



What’s Up 
In the news 

Hubble’s 27th Anniversary 

The Hubble Space Telescope was 
launched 27 years ago on 24th April 
1990. Since then it has made more than 
1 Million observations and continues to 
capture amazing images. 
NASA releases a composite image of 
two Milky Way like galaxies to celebrate. 
The images show NGC 4302 and NGC 
4298, two neighbouring pinwheel 
galaxies that have similar structures yet 
look completely different. NGC 4298 is 
clearly a spiral galaxy like the Milky Way, 
but NGC 4302 looks more like a glowing 
bar of stars. 
Both of these spiral galaxies lie about 55 
million light-years away, in the 
constellation Coma Berenices, also 
known as "the Wig." They're also 
members of the Virgo Cluster, which 
contains up to 2,000 galactic 
neighbours. 

  



What’s Up 
In the news 

Peggy Whitson sets American Space 
Duration Record 

Earlier this month 
Peggy Whitson aboard 
the ISS set the record 
for the most EVA's by 
any American 
astronaut. 
She has also broken 
the record for the 
highest number of days 
in space by any 
American astronaut 
and will eventually 
spend 630 days in 
space. 
She received a phone 
call from Donald Trump 

  



What’s Up 
In the news 

The Curiosity Rover damages a Wheel 

NASA’s Curiosity 
Rover has sustained 
some damage to the 
raised zig-zag pattern 
treads (grousers) 
that project ¼” 
above the wheel 
surface. These 
provide traction and 
take the weight of 
the Rover. 
The damaged wheel 
is one of thhe 
middles ones and 
has 2 broken trreads. 
Mission planners will 
ensure its future 
route avoids any 
sharp rocks 

  

Curiosity is currently studying  sand dunes at 
edge of Mount Sharp 
It will then make its way higher to study layers 
of hematite, clays and sulphates 



What’s Up 
In the news 

Enceladus is a likely place for life 

The Cassini  spacecraft flew 
through plumes emanating 
from cracks in icy surface in 
Oct 2015 in a risky 
manoeuvre designed to 
allow investigation into their 
composition. 
Analysis results show that 
this includes Hydrogen, 
thought to be an essential 
indicator of right conditions 
for life. 
The manoeuvre came close 
to sending the spacecraft 
into a tumble due to the 
higher than expected drag 
of the plumes so was not 
repeated. 

  



What’s Up 
In the news 

Cassini’s Grand Finale 

NASA's Cassini spacecraft is 
back in contact with Earth after 
its successful first-ever dive 
through the narrow gap 
between the planet Saturn and 
its rings on April 26th. Between 
April and September 2017, 
Cassini will undertake a daring 
set of orbits that is, in many 
ways, like a whole new mission. 
Following a final close flyby of 
Saturn's moon Titan, Cassini will 
leap over the planet's icy rings 
and begin a series of 22 weekly 
dives between the planet and 
the rings. 

  



What’s Up 
In the news 

Cassini’s images Earth and Moon 
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What’s Up 
Next Meeting 

   

Thursday 1st June    

Prof Ian Shipsey has had to postpone 
his talk. We have not had time to 

schedule a replacement speaker yet 
but will let you know in due course 

who will be speaking at the June 
meeting.  


